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199 Attend Latin American Evangelical Conference 
(Lima) - Some 140 delegates and 50 observers attending the second Latin 


American Evangelical Conference here were told that Christ can offer hope 
to the millions suffering various forms of eppression on this continent. 


In his inaugural address as conference chairman, Dr. Benjamin Moraes 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, noted that Latin America had made 
great strides in education, science, economic wealth and in hclding liberty 
as a basic human value. 


"Yet millions suffer from illiteracy, insecurity, injustice and 
oppression", he said. "We see Christ not only in the midst of the present 
struggle, but leading us on to new life." 


Bishnp Lesslie Newbigin, general secretary of the International Mission- 
ary Council, told the conference that the Church is mission and that trne 
mission is of the Spirit and carries with it the power of reconciliation. 


"Our differences testify against us that we have not found in Christ 
@ reconciliation deeper than our differences", he observed. "Tf we whe 
confess one Lord are so divided, some of us have misunderstond and mis-~ 
interpreted Him. Bacumeones Or ues must ask, 'Lord, Ts it I?! .! 
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Prior. to the conference, a Consultation on Church and Society was held 
under the sponsorship of the Federations of Churches of Brazil, Uruguay and 


Argentina with the suppert of the World Council cf Churches! Department on 
Church and Society. 


Ore Miguez Bonino, president of Union Theological Seminary of Buencs 
Aires, was chairman of the consultation, which brought together 5C laymen 
and theologians from all over Latin America. EPS, Geneva 


Niemoller Tour Stirs Controversy 


(Frankfurt) - Dr. Martin NiemSller has told an audience in Dresden that 
Christians "must keep on negotiating with the Communists about social forms 
and scientific principles in order to try and find a !modus vivendi!, but 
that there is no question of negotiating about the value of man and his 
freedom as a respcnsible being, 


"If the Church is prepared to negotiate about that", he declared, "it 
would be abandoning its mission and throwing dcwn the gauntlet". | 


The controversial German theologian spoke in Dresden during a lecture 
tour of Hast Germany which has been rcundly criticized by the West German 
press and misquoted by journals in both sections cf the country. 


The West German press tcok issue with the speeches cn the grounds that 
he was spreading East German propaganda. The East German press interpreted 
them as apologies for the Hast German régime. 


The West German press, which has never been friendly to Dr. Niemdller, 
used as the sources for its attacks, stories published by the ADN, official 
Hast German press service, although it usually ignores repcrts printed by 
the service. 


Nub of their attack centred in charges that he was agitating against 
the Kirchentag, the mammoth all-German church rally held two weeks ago in 
Berlin, the dates of which coincided with the tour. 


Dr. Niemdller had vigorously denounced the selection of Berlin as the 
site for the Kirchentag because he said the meeting held in the capital would 
be interpreted as a cold war manoeuvre. 


However, in an interview published in the Dresden daily Unicn, Dr. 
Nieméller vigorously denied that he intended his tour as a demonstraticn 
against the Kirchentag. 


"My addresses and sermons, on this tour", he said, "have exactly the 
same purpose as the Kirchentag. Through the preaching of the message cf 
Christ I wish to show the Christian churches in the DDR that we Christians 
in Eastern and Western Germany are indissclubly united in the one Church cf 
Jesus Christ, and that we are responsible for one another." 


In East Germany the press widely misquoted the theologian's speeches 
and lifted large sections out of context in an effort to prove that he was 
speaking in support of the Last German régime and of a "Communist mass 
society". 


The extent cof mis-quotation became evident last week with the publi- 
cation by the Evangelical Press Service in Hesse-Nassau of the full text of 
a speech delivered during the tour. In this speech, which it said is 
typical of the others given during the tour, Dr. Niemdller declared: 
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"As a world-wide human society we shall not be able t> avoid accepting the 
‘mass society’, We are standing on the threshold of a new age. People 
are fond of speaking today about the ‘atomic age’. Others are already 
speaking of the 'cosmic space age!., But the really new fact about our 
time is that today mankind shares a common destiny, and that there is there- 
fore only one society - the universal society. A single nation, a single 
race, a single group can no longer live at the expense of another. We are 
all dependent upon one another, and we must recognize this fact in practice. 
The name we give to the result does not matter much. It will doubtless 
look very similar to the Communist ideal of human society. One should 
rather ask whether the Communists of today will be very pleased about it. 
But, in any case, this fact must be po cerned by the Church which must 
ere & responsible contribution to it." EPS, Geneva 


First Evangelical Academy Opened in Japan 


(Tokyo) - The first evangelical academy in Japan has been opened here at a 
ceremony attended by church leaders and civic dignitaries, 


Objectives of the Academy, which will be located in the International 
House in Tokyo, will be to coordinate various lay movements, and to organize 
experimental study meetings, including a seminar on Marxism. It will also 
seek to be "a working nucleus for expansion and promotion of the new Christ- 
ian movement", 


The Academy will be directed by a fifteen-member board composed of 
business and political as well as church leaders. Its chairman is Motecjiro 
Sugiyama, former Socialist speaker of the House of Representatives. Board 
members include former Prime Minister Tetsu Katayama and Jiro Hoshijima, a 
leader in the majority Liberal-Democratic party. 


The founding of the Academy is the result of efforts of Dr. Alfred 
Schmidt, a leader of the Evangelical Academy movement in Germany who came 
to Japan in 1957 to work with Japanese Christian leaders towards its estab- 
lishment. EPS, Geneva 


Priest Says Atheism Still Strong Among French Students 


(Rheims, France) - A French Roman Catholic priest has estimated that while 
Communism is losing its attraction for French youth, at least 75 per cent 
of them are atheists. 


Father Petit of the French Federation of Catholic Students, told an 
audience here that only one quarter of French youth belong to Christian 
communities and that many run the risk of getting bogged down in "romantic 
ideas" of counter-revolution against Communism, rather than taking seriously 
the problems of modern society. 


Father Petit addressed the annual session of the Semaines Scciales de 
France, known as the "Itinerant University" because it is held each year in 
a different French city. Attending were over 2,500 persons, of whom 64 
per cent were under the age of 30. The conference dealt with such contro- 
versial issues as whether French youth should fight in Algeria, the revolt 
of the French military, and the problems facing young French farmers in 
Normandy who recently led a "peasants! revolt" against high prices and low 
living standards. HPS, Geneva 
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Anglo-Catholics Issue Manifesto 


(New York) - A six-thousand-word editorial described as a "Catholic Mani- 
festo on Unity" has been published in its quarterly review by the American 
Church Union, Inc., the Anglo-Catholic wing within the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 


Addressed to all bishops of the Anglican communion, the Manifesto 
declares that leadership in the quest for church reunion "must more and 
more fall upon the shoulders of the great Catholic majority in Christendom". 


It defines the word "Catholic" as "all those bodies of Christians which 
maintain the faith of the creeds and are loyal to the generally accepted 
decrees of the Ecumenical Councils of the earlier and undivided Christendom 
as those councils met under the Holy Spirit". 


While praising the World Council of Churches for "its many great ser- 
vices to the cause", it says the WCC "fails to represent Christendom as a 
whole, for whereas the great majority of Christians are Catholics, the 
dominant forces in the World Council have been Protestant and this fact has 
now become a stumbling block in the way of unity". 


Further, it declares: "The danger in which the ecumenical movement 
stands is that of merely attending to the domestic, ecumenical question of 
the Church militant here on earth, and forgetting the immeasurably wider 
and more important one of the metaphysical and theological unity of the 
whole Church under God". 


"We cannot be satisfied merely with one Church militant now. What we 
must seek is one Church militant whose earthly unity will be the sacramental 
expression of an authentic Church of Christ which is not merely one in space 
and time, but also one in Heaven and Eternity." 


The Manifesto underlines the central importance of the episcopal prin- 
ciple for the Anglican faith. It says that "too often" the episcopate has 
been presented only "as a desirable form of human and earthly church politics, 
a means to secure the best available type of ecclesiastical administration 
rather than something absolutely essential to the Church's theological 
Srructure!!, 


The Manifesto warns against several schemes for reunion which, though 
they are "the outcome of sincere thought and prayer", look more like "com- 
plicated treaties of alliance between contracting nation states" or "art- 
fully contrived projects for uniting men on the basis of their own agreement 
with each other even if it is only an agreement to disagree". It refers 
specifically to the Church of South India formed in 1947 by a union of 
Anglicans, Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists and Reformed; unity 
plans being studied in Ceylon and in North India and Pakistan; the conver- 
sations of the Church of England with the Presbyterian Church of Scotland; 
and to the proposal made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake for a merger of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, his own denomination, with the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, the Methodist Church and the United Church of 
Christ. 


The Manifesto considers as essential for church unity: that reunion 
be based on a total commitment of the full body of the Church to the whole 
catholic faith; that worship follow a liturgical form rooted both in 
scripture and in the historic tradition of devotion of the Church; and that 
all those uniting be willing to confess their defectiveness and to accept 
from one another what they lack without resentment. HPS, Geneva 
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Bishop Defends Chinese Mainland Government Policies 


(Budapest) - Anglican Bishop K.H. Ting, of Nanking, China, has told an 
audience in Debrechen, Hungary, that in the People's Republic of China "our 
socialism is nothing but organized love. 


'! * = . . 
There is no unemployment or prostitution and there are no beggars on 


the streets", he declared. "hen, before the Liberation, bad weather caused 
crop failures, thousands of our farmers went begging and thousands died of 
hunger. Now, not a single farmer needs to face a natural calamity alone, 


for the whole people, as one big family, stands behind him." 


Bishop Ting was visiting Hungary as the guest of the Hungarian churches. 
His remarks are reported in the current issue of the Hungarian Church Press. 
EPS, Geneva 


US Methodists Launch New Education Programme 


(New York) - The Board of Missions of the Methodist Church (USA) has launched 
a “crash programme" to train African Christians for leadership positions in 
their home countries. 


Under the programme fifty to seventy Africans will study during the 
1961-62 academic year in American, European and Asian secondary schools, 
colleges and universities. The majority will be in Methodist institutions 
Pecan r! provide tuition or board, or both. 


The new programme was begun because denominational executives and 
Methodist leaders in Africa did not believe the church was training enough 
Africans for leadership posts or training them fast enough. 


The costs of the training programme not provided by the schools will 
be underwritten by the Board of Missions, which has set aside $420,000 from 
funds received in the Bishops! Appeal for Africa offering April 30. Pata ie: 
is expected to cover not only the current year's costs but also for several 
years in the future. EPS, Geneva 


US Mennonites Aid Medical Work in Vietnam 


(Nhatrang, Vietnam) - A new hospital, a cooperative venture of the Mennonite 
Central Committee (USA) and the National Evangelical Church of Vietnam, has 
been dedicated here. The hospital will be used as a base for mobile clinic 
work in outlying villages of the Khanh Hea Province. 


The project began when the Vietnamese Church asked the Committee's help 
in meeting the medical needs of the Province, which has an estimated 800,000 
persons, and only 20 doctors, all of whom are resident in Nhatrang and the 
majority of whom are associated with large military installations in the city. 


Under the agreement the Committee is paying half the cost of construc- 
tion and is providing one doctor and two nurses, plus their housing and 
maintenance, and a monthly cash subsidy of $250 toward operating expenses. 
14 will also-send in additional medical equipment and supplies. The 
Gommittee has had work in the country for many years. 


The National Evangelical Church, with 30,000 members, is the major 
Protestant group in Vietnam. EPS, Geneva 
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Consultation Discusses World Council 


(Geneva) - Some forty persons representing a variety of churches and church 
8roups, some of which have been in disagreement with the World Council of 
Churches! programmes and policies, met recently to discuss their views at 
the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at nearby Bossey. Theme of the consultation 
was "The CommonChristian Task in Our Present World". 


Burden of the most often repeated criticism of the World Council was 
the difference in the concept of the Church. The World Council is composed 
of institutional churches, many with memberships of several hundreds of 
thousands of persons. Critics assert that most of the persons on the rolls 
of these churches are "nominal members", while the "true Church" is composed 
only of those who personally confess their faith and testify that they have 
been reborn through the action of the Holy Spirit. 


Participants also voiced concern that the World Council includes in its 
membership churches with widely divergent, if not contradictory, doctrines 
such as the Orthodox and the Free Churches. 


several also expressed uneasiness about the numerous informal contacts 
between members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and WCC leaders. 


Dr. H.H. Wolf, Institute director, noted that the discussiuns were 
carried on with "great frankness" and were particularly valuable because 
they helped clarify many questions and brought to the foreground "the 
central ecclesiological questions which in the view of all present have to 
be understood more deeply if the task of Christians in our time is to be 
fulrailied on a common and sound biblical basis". 


Consultation speakers included Prof. van den Berg of the Free Univer- 
sity of Amsterdam; the Rev. G.W. Kirby, general secretary of the Evangelical 
Mitiance, bondon: the Rev. R. Thaut, @ Baptist, director of the Pederaure 
of German Free Churches; Dr. Norman Goodall, London, secretary of the Joint 
Committee of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary 
Council; and Bishop Ferdinand Sigg, of the Middle and Southern Huropean 
Dioceses of the Methodist Church. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Children Seen Largely Unaffected by Atheistic Propaganda 


(Vatican City) - Despite intense atheistic propaganda by the government, 
Polish schoolchildren are remaining true to the faith of their fathers. 


This is the conclusion of a study of secondary schoolchildren of the 
Roman Catholic faith reported last week by the Vatican Radio. It said 
that: eighty per cent interviewed attend church on Sundays and Feast Days; 
only one per cent listed themselves as "atheists"; and seventeen per cent 
said they were believers, but did not practise their religion. 

EPS, Geneva 
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in Brief 


Professor Giovanni Miegge of the Faculty of Theology of the Waldensian 
Church in Rome died July 30; in Massell, Italy. He was ‘61. Professor 
Miegge had been a pastor in several Italian cities, and professor at the 
Waldensian college in Torre Pellice before he joined the staff of the Rome 
Faculty. He was a well-known author of theological books, and played a 
prominent role in the life of Protestant churches in Italy and in their 
contacts with the ecumenical movement. 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America's Board of Social Missions will 
undertake a "study of church and state relations in a pluralistic society". 
A spokesman announcing the study said that , there is hardly a question on 
which the church has been a lesser light to its members, not to speak of 
society at large". As a result, he said, "the general confusion among 
Protestants on this issue has ee led to strange alliances with forces of 
militant secularism (and) has driven many to interpret the separation of 
church and state to mean the abdication by religion of its responsibilities 
in large areas of public life, and the consequent abandonment of them to 
non- and anti-religious influence and control". 


* * * 


The Methodist Church in Malaya now numbers 25,000 members and growth 
over the past 25 years has averaged annually 637 members, as contrasted 
with an average net of 113 members in the first quarter of its work and 
a gain of 250 in the second 25 years. So. far in 1961 the church has built 
two new church buildings, an addition to a school and a new medical clinic. 
The report on expansion was made by Dr. Ho Seng Ong, pastor and super- 
intendent of the Selango district which includes the capital, Kuala Lumpur. 


* * * 


Twenty-four youth representing the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA have left the United States to participate in a six weeks! exchange 
programme with Presbyterian youth in the British Isles. The US group is 
returning a visit. made last summer to the USA by a group of young British 
Presbyterians, Their visit follows an invitation given in 1960 by ‘the 
General Assemblies of the Presbyterian Churches of England, Scotland and 
Ireland to help bring about closer relations between youth of the countries. 


ate * * * 


A rock 'n! roll."jazz" version of the Mass, specially written for teen- 
agers, has had its first, public performance in St. George's (Anglican) 
Church, Camberwell, London. The National Christian News commented that 
the Mass was in no way irreverent. It said: "It is based-on:-the idea 
that the Mass and popular music can be used in the modern idiom. It.is 
intended to bring young people, particularly teen-agers, into church, and 
to make them feel that they are participating in the communion service." 
The .Mass was. written a Father Patrick Appleford. 


* * * 
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Nearly 250 delegates and observers from 15 countries took part in the 
recent week-long Second Asia Baptist Youth Conference in Tokyo, Japan. 
Participants came from Burma, Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Macao, 
Malaya, Okinawa, the Philippines, Pakistan, Taiwan, Thailand, Liberia and 
the United States. The conference was held in cooperation with the Baptist 
World Alliance and was jointly planned by various Japanese Baptist groups. 


* * * 


A rent strike designed to keep a Pakistani family from moving into a 
public housing development in the town of Smethwick, England, collapsed 
after church and civic leaders had strongly denounced it. About 600 
families in the development had threatened’ to withhold rent, but by the 
end of last week all but 64 families had made their payments and these : 
indicated they would give up and pay too. The town has a population of 
70,000, of whom 5,000 are Asians. A few days later a Sikh temple, believed 
to be the largest in Europe, was. opened in the town. The temple building, 
previously a Congregational church, was renovated and redecorated at a cost — 
of $42,000. The money was collected during the last eight months from the 
estimated 1,500 Sikhs in. the Midlands area. 


* * * 


Two American Jewish Orthodox spiritual leaders have called on US and 
Israeli rabbis to organize a "joint. Torah corps" to visit communities in 
under-developed nations and assist in strengthening Jewish religious life. 
The appeal was made by Rabbi Charles B. Chavel, chairman of a special 
religious convocation.of the American Rabbinical Council of America and. - 
Rabbi Abraham Av Rutick, first vice-president of the Council. The Council, 


“with a membership of 800 rabbis, is the largest Orthodox group’in the United | 


states, serving 500,000 worshippers. 


* * * 


Work of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA Mission in Venezuela 
has been formally integrated into the framework of the Presbyterian Church 
of Venezuela in a ceremony at Caracas. Former members of the-Mission are 
now fraternal workers and serve under the direction of the Venezuela’ Presby- 
tery. The US church began work in the country in 1897. There. are’s ome 
750 communicant members in eight churches and some mission outposts. 


* * * 


ee eS ee eee 


A permanent centre for the encouragement of the religious arts will 
be established in London next year, according to a report by the Dean of 
Gloucester, chairman of the (Anglican) Central Council for the Care:of 
Churches. It is expected to go into operation in 1962. The Dean: said 
the centre will seek to provide a special ministry to Christian architects, 
artists and craftsmen, and to serve as a centre for evangelism among non- 
Christian artists. 


—— 


* * * 
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The first privately endowed, inter-racial liberal ‘arts college to be 
started in the Southeast United States since 1900 will be built in Sarasota, 
Fla., with the cooperation of the Board of Home Missions of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches. It will be named New College. Dr. George F. 
Baughman has resigned as vice-president and treasurer of New York University 
to become its first president. HPS, Geneva. 
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